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Psalm 22:22-30

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16


Mark 8:31-38


“When Abram was ninety-nine years old…” That is how 
our first reading begins.  We need to know that it was 
just short of a century that Abram waited before the 
Lord appeared to him - a lifetime of waiting.  The Lord 
had appeared to Abram earlier in visions, but never 
quite like this.


So when the Lord finally appeared to him in such a 
direct way, Abram did what any of us would do: he fell 
down on his face.  And the Lord Almighty told this old 
man in the desert something that he could never tell 
himself: that God would make him and Sarai 
“exceedingly numerous.” They would be the ancestors 
of a “multitude of nations.” They would be 
"exceedingly fruitful”; and that kings would come from 
them.  


Abram had heard this kind of thing before, but this time 
it was different.  This time the description of excess 
and abundance seemed a bit over the top, and it was.  
This is how God Almighty would establish an 
everlasting covenant with Abram and Sarai and every 
generation that issued from them.  And in case they 
doubted it, God changed their names, which meant 
their identify changed.


Abram would become Abraham.  No longer just 
“exalted ancestor” but “ancestor of a many nations.”


Sarai would become Sarah.  No longer just “princess” 
but “exalted princess.”


The whole thing seemed ludicrous and it was: how God 
chose this ancient barren couple wandering in the 
desert to be the vehicle for establishing an everlasting 
covenant for the world.


Perhaps that’s what happens when you wander in the 
desert for years, as Abram and Sarai did.  Finally you 
have a break through and it changes everything in 
ways that are incredulous.


Everlasting covenants are significant things, particularly 
when they are initiated by the Almighty God in a desert.  
As you remember the covenant was first introduced 
with Noah, now reiterated with Abraham and Sarah, 
later with Moses, and then with Joseph, Solomon, 
David, and finally with Mary from Nazareth.  And at 
every time there is a sign: with Noah it was a rainbow, 
with Abraham it was circumcision, with Moses it was 
stone tablets, Solomon it was a temple, David it was a 
throne, and with Mary it was the pregnancy of her 
cousin Elizabeth.  All of these signs of the everlasting 
covenant finally culminate in the sign of the cross.  


“Take up your cross,” Jesus says in the gospel reading 
today, because the cross becomes the sign that the 
everlasting covenant, first established with Abraham 
and Sarah, and reiterated throughout the generations, 
has been fulfilled and is now extended to all people. 


It is through the cross that a multitude and excess of 
many nations are brought into this everlasting covenant 
initiated by God.  This is why when Mary first hears of 
this news from the angel, she goes running to Elizabeth 
in Judea to confirm it’s true.  And it is why Mary 



Magdalene leaves the empty tomb to go running to tell 
the others that that she has seen the Lord.  It’s all so 
incredulous. 


So today it is appropriate that we also hear the closing 
verses of Psalm 22.  They are beautiful words of praise, 
not dissimilar to the Magnificat, that the lowly have 
been lifted up and the hungry have been fed; and all 
the creatures of the earth shall, like Abraham, fall down 
before the face of God Almighty in praise and 
adoration, all because the everlasting covenant has 
been established.


Now significantly, the next time we hear of this psalm 
will be on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  But it 
won’t be these verses of praise.  It will be the first 
section of the psalm that begins “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” - words that Jesus cries 
out from the cross.  


All of this to say, that on the Second Sunday of Lent, 
living in the wilderness of a pandemic, we are reminded 
of Abraham and Sarah, a barren couple in the desert, 
who finally hear the news of God’s everlasting 
covenant when they are barren and old.  We also hear 
a glimpse from Jesus towards the events of Good 
Friday, but we hear it through the lens of Psalm 22 - a 
cry of lament that turns into a hymn of praise.


Because it is the cross, that Jesus invites us to take up, 
which becomes the sign that this covenant, that God is 
for the world, is actually true.  


So like Sarah laughing in the desert, or Mary on the run 
to Elizabeth in Judea, or Mary Magdalene on the run to 
the other disciples in Jerusalem, so we run to the cross 
with joy, because it is the sign that God has promised 

to be with us through whatever may happen to us, 
whatever pandemic we live in, whatever tragedy may 
come our way.  It is the cross that tells us that God is 
with us to the end of the age.  


That is an everlasting promise.  


————————————————————————

   


 Church of St. John the Evangelist

36 Henderson Street, Elora, ON, N0B 1S0


519-846-5911


Know that we are upholding you 

In our prayers today.



